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SATURDAY, Odtober gorb, 


To the Author of the BRITO N, 


I feldom of late have’ dipt into political pa- 
) pers, my motive for chufing you to be my cor- 
refpondent, is the refult of prepofleffion, ra- 
ther than of partiality; and the motive of that 
y prepoffeffion is, perhaps, too trifling to men- 
g tion, as it is no other’ than the preference [I 
give to the title of your paper, which I take 
to be more comprehenfive,: and confequently 
more fuited: to my fentiments than that of your antagonift. You 
are therefore not to expect from me any high encomiums, either 
upon the plan or execution of your work, becaufe, ta fay thetruth, 
lama ftranger to both, and this letter is fo entirely impartial, 
that it may be.addrefled to the North Briton, with as much pro- 
priety as it is to the Briton. op 
Tue differences between Great Britain ahd France have hither+ 
to employed the heads of our politicians; thofe between - and » 
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Spain, tho” perhaps, of equal confequence, have Tain dérmant, from 
a prefumption that the Spaniards are no other than, the bully-backs 
of the French, and will follow their principals. . How far they 
were fo in the beginning of the war, I fhall not pretend to dif- 
pute, but in the progreis of it, they are certainly become, pro- 
perly fpeaking, as much principals as the French themfelves. 

Ir is to the honour of the late minifter 1 mention it, that he 
brought the differences between us and France into a very practi- 
cable accommodation; and, to fay the truth, I am of -myfelf fo 
dull, as not to comprehend the reafon, after the conceflions that 
were made on both fides, why fo many millions of money, not to 
mention the lives that have been loft, have not been faved to Great 
Britain fince the firft of May 1761. 3 

Havinc faid this much in favour of the late minifter, I cannot 
help thinking that his fyftem of politics was fomewhat deficient, 
in difregarding, as he did, the claims of Spain. They might be 
improperly urged; but itis certain;that they were materially cog- 
nofcible before the tribunal of reafon and equity. His conduc& 
therefore, in one refpeét, is unaccountable, by his /wallowing the 
cow, and choaking on the rump; for I.muft fay, that at the time of 
the late negotiation, our differences with Spain were no more than 
the rump of our difficulties; tho’ they are now become, what we - 
may call the head and body, as well as the taz/. 

We have taken the Havanna, apd it is poffible, that the Spa- 
niards have taken Portugal. I fall not pretend to decide in that , 
cafe, who bas the better bargain; but I mutt be of opinion, that a 
little, and a very little pliancy in our late minifter, might have 
prevented both events; nay, I can {carce call it plvancy; perhaps 
it ought to be termed rather good manners: but what is done; can- 
not, 2s the faying is, be undone ; we are therefore to look forward, 
and make the beft of our bargain, be it good or bad. I cannot, 
however, help thinking, that the good people of this country 
are too much fwayed by femblances and founds. The taking the 
Havanna, looks as big, and founds as pompoufly as the conquett 
of Peru and Mexico; nay, I fhall even admit it in reality, and in 
its confequences. | 

But here old Efop comes in my way. ‘ A covetous fellow, fays 
he, had a goofe, which every day laid him a golden egg, and he 
imagined, that if the animal was killed, he would find in her 
belly the fource of ail this wealth, and fo become rich all of a 
fudden. The poor goofe was killed, and her infide was no other 
than that of the reit of her fpecies.”. The application of this fable 
ean fcarcely be miftaken. The Spanifh America has laid us 
many a golden egg, and it is a dangerous experiment to put a 
knife to its throat, and to dig in its bowels for the treafure. 
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_ I cannot help thinking, that our. forefathers, with all their 
crafja Minerva, had as much found judgment as their pofterity 
have hitherto difplayed. Nothing was held more facred. with 
them, than that the Spanith Weft Indies thould belong to Spain, 
and to Spain only. . Any perfon, who reads the hiftory of Queen 
Elizabeth, muft be fenfible, that it was in her power to have 
broken into. this maxim. . She was fometimes in a fit .of paftion 
inclined to have. done it; but upon recollection, the with-held 
the knife from the throat of the goofe, and was contented with 
the golden egg, which enriched her people, and prompted. their 
induftry ; a mine richer by farthan any the bowels of the earth 
can afford. 

Tue earl of Salifbury, who is faid to have been the laft good 
minifter, and the firft bad one that England has fince had, was 
termed fo, not from any defect of his wifdom, but from the de- 
pravity of his politics, which led him into compliances with a 
prodigal {pendthrift mafter. Thofe compliances, however, were 
confined to England, without affecting foreign affairs ; for all the 
falie fteps which James made in his tranfactions with the reft of 
Europe, happened after Salifbury’s death. . He was the firft En- 
glifth minifter who, after the making the famous treaty, that has 
been fince held fo facred, under the name of the Golden Com- 
pac, concluded a formal treaty with Spain: but that treaty held 
the indivifibility of the Spanifh America to be facred. No farther 
treaty, or indeed negotiation between us and Spain, happened till 
the time of Cromwell. | | 

Ir there is a point, in which all hiftorians are agreed, it is, 
that that ufurper failed in his politics, by attempting to kill the 
goofe, mean, by deftroying the indivifibility of the Spanith Ame- 
rica. He was led to this by the perpetual oppofition he met 
with at home, which required perpetual fupplies of money, He 
failed, happily for this nation, in his attempt. The goofe con- 
tinued to lay the golden egg, and we found the mine that fup- 
plied it in the perpetual current of our induftry. England, it is 
true, was originally no party in the treaty of Munfter, which 

ave Cromwell a handle to pretend that he was not bound by it ; 
at the principles of the indivifibility of the Spanith monarchy 
were fo felf-evidently rational, and calculated for the intereft of 
England, as well as the reft of Europe, that his not fucceeding 
in his claims upon Spain, has been univerfally acknowledged to be 
a lucky mifs to this nation. 

Tue next zra to which we fteer, is that of 1667. If I de- 
figned this paper to be the {quib of a party, it would be eafy for 
me to prove how parallel the circumftances of 1667, are to thofe 
- ef 1762. To refcue Portugal from falling a prey to Spain, =e 
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the original intention of the treaty of 1667. We fucceeded in 
our attempt, tho’, it is certain, at that time, the weaknefs of the 
Spanifh monarchy was deplorable, and nothing would have been 
more eafy,: than for us to have cut off the head of the goofe. We 
however chofe, that fhe fhould continue to lay, and we found’ an 
annual advantage in it. 

A very few years brought about a revolution in our politics. 
It was perceived, that the treaty of 1667, was’ not fufficiently 
precife and-clear with regard to the Spanifh Weft-Indies. Ano- 
ther treaty; which was concluded in 1670, accordingly took 
place, “and-was formed upon the principles of the peace of Mun- 
fier, eftablithing the indivifibility of the Spanifh Weft-Indies, and 
the balance which their American poffeffions ought to hold both 
in Europe and America. 
* Havine faid thus much, my reader may perhaps afk, how are 
we to refent an infult, or an injury from Spain, but by putting the 
knife to the throat of the goofe? I anfwer, let us do it by all 
means; nay, if fhe thall prove invincibly refractory, that is, if 
fhe thould be mad, and perfift in being fe/o de fe, let us even apply 
the fteel, with whatever reluctance we may do it. Nay, I will go 
farther, and infift, that we ought not to put up the knife till 
we have received indemnification for the paft, and fecurity for 
the future; and that, in all fubfequent negotiations, the turn of 
the feale, as it is called, fhould be in our favour. 
- "Fue young ftudents in mathematics, have a particular pro- 
pofition in Euclid, which they call the Pons afnorum, and they 
think, that the maftering it leads them more than half-way to 
perfection. The Havanna has for many years been the Pons 
afinorum of the Englith. We have paffed it, and the ball lies 
now at our foot. How are we to difpofe of it? Shall we endea- 
vour to put an end to the game, or fhall we continue it ? Which 
is for the intereft of Great Britain? — | 

We cannot put an end to the game, but by making ourfelves 
mafters of all the Spanith Weft-Indies, which would effectu- 
ally give them the coup de grace. But what would be the confe- 
quence? are we fure that the fate of Midas would not be ours? 
Like us, he afked from heaven the childith boon, that every 
thing he touched fhould turn to gold. © The effect was, that gold 
became to him of no value, and like honeft Baucis and his wife, 
he clubbed another with, to get the ladle out again. But fuppo- 
fing that not to be the cafe, are we fure that the Spanith Weft- 
Indies, when in out pofitfion, would bring us in as much mo- 
ney as they do at prefent ; -or that they can be of equal value to 
us as they now are ? For my own part, I cannot a moment hefi- 
tate in pronouncing in the negative ; and there are not, perhaps; 
five 
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five thinking men in England, who can doubt, that fuch an ac- 
quifition would effectually undo her. 

Burt, fetting this political confideration afide, let us examine 
how fuch an acquifition would ftand in point of prudence, I 
can make no manner of doubt in faying, that Europe. would. be 
divided into two parties; of which the one would be England, 
and all the other kingdoms and ftates would form the other, | it 
would then be nonfenfe to talk of feparate interefts. All would’ 
be confolidated into one. TheFrench, the Spaniards, the Ger- 
mans, the Italians, the Dutch, the Northern, and all other -na- 
tions would lofe their feveral denominations, and be known by no 
other than that of enemies to Great Britain. The cafe would be 
the fame at prefent, were the Weft-Indian; Spaniards of any 
other character than what they now are; that is, were they to 
change indolence for induftry, and the habits of idlenefg for a life 
of activity. It is their uninterprifing fpirit, that has fo long given 
peace to that half of the globe. 

As I fet out in this paper with profeffions of {trict impartiality, I 
think myfelf obliged to keep them up, even towards our enemies, 
I fhall not here enter into a difquifition, how far the Spaniards 
have, or have not an original right to what they pofiefs in Ame- 
rica; they certainly have a prefcriptive one. It has been recog- 
nifed by the moft folemn treaties; and prefcriptive right is per- 
haps the beft that we ourfelves can fhew for many of our own pof- 
feffions there. It has, I know, been urged, that we have a pre- 
{criptive right to the cutting logwood in the bay of Campeachy. 
Nothing, however, can be worfe founded than this allegation ; 
for tho’, in the year 1717 or 18, our board of trade at London, 
did make a report, in favour of an original right of the Englith to 
this logwood trade ; yet it is certain, that about the time the treaty 
of 1667 was concluded, the Spaniards were in full and undi- 
fturbed poffeffion of that trade; nor does it appear, that either the 
Earl of Sandwich, Sir Richard Fanfhaw, Sir William Godolphin, 
or Lord Sunderland, who all of them negotiated our affairs about 
that time at the court of Spain, ever pretended that the Englith 
had an original, or even a prefcriptive right to that trade, It is 
true, we had a right of indulgence; but the principles of that 
right are widely different from thofe of prefeription ; tho’ in re- 
ality their effects are the fame. For my own part, I am fo fhort- 
fichted a politician, as to doubt very much, whether the diffe- 
rence of the claim, that was urged by our minifter at the court of 
Spain, and that which the Spanifh minifter was willing to have 
granted, was of fo much confequence, as to hazard a rupture 
between two nations, whofe welfare confifts: in mutual’ good 
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Ware I am on this fubje&, I fhall juft mention a word or 
two with regard to the celebrated family compact. This treaty 
has been reprefented in the moft hideous and infernal colours, 
and the difcoverer of it has had as much honour paid him upon 
it, as any of the difcoverers of America ever had. I have been 
at great pains to inveftigate the grounds of the clamour againft 
this formidable family-compact ; but can find in it only certain 
harmlefs precautions againft the fpirit of conqueft, that feems to 
threaten the Spanifh, as well as the French intereft in America, 


as well asin Europe. I am, 


SIR, 


Your humble Servant, 


AMERICANUS, 


( To be continued. ) 
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